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/ 
CHARLESTON, IL--During the next several months, Eastern 
Illinois University will be laying the groundwork for a two-year 
accreditation self-study which it hopes will result in reaccredi-
tation by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 
Eastern, which has been accredited by the North Central 
Association (NCA) since 1915, must apply for reaccreditation 
every 10 years, as do other higher education institutions that 
are accredited by NCA. 
According to Kandy Baumgardner, Eastern professor of zoology 
and coordinator of the self-study process associated with reac 
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creditation, Eastern is in the early stages of the self-study 
process. 
"Our first step will be to appoint a steering committee 
whose members will be charged with deve loping a specific Study 
P lan to guide the self-study.' We hope to have the committee 
estab lished by the end of this spring semester," Baumgardner 
said. The committee will also be invo lved in estab lishing a 
time-tab le for the entire process which wil l cu lminate in Febru­
ary 1995 with a site visit by a NCA accreditation team: 
"We hope to invo lve the entire campus community in our quest 
for reaccreditation, " said Baumgardner, adding that a "shared" 
climate of invo lvement wi ll be crucial to the success of this 
effort. 
Baumgardner; Terry Weidner, EIU associate vice president for 
academic affairs; and Steve Whit ley, EIU director of genera l ADD 
education and senior seminars and who a lso serves the NCA as a 
consu ltant-evaluator, recent ly attended the association's annual 
meeting in Chicago where they participated in workshops re lated 
to the se lf-study and accreditation process. 
Among the areas NCA wi ll look at are Eastern's statement of 
mission and purposes derived from that mission, assessment of 
student academic achievement re lated to those purposes and 
strategic planning, Baumgardner said. 
She added, "A theme of the sessions was that the self-study 
report be specifically tied to the identity of each institution. 
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Thus, the process is designed not only to achieve reaccredita-
tion, but also for self-evaluation." 
Baumgardner pointed out that Eastern's studies of undergrad-
uate and graduate education conducted since the last NCA review" 
work by the University Assessment Committee, the establishment of 
an Enrollment Management C ommittee and Ea stern President David 
Jorns' initiative on strategic planning are "right on target" 
with this kind of process and will therefore be very helpful as 
the university conducts its own self-study during the comlng 
academic year. 
lilt is interesting to note that 1995 marks the 100th year 
for both the NCA and for Eastern. We look forward to a produc-
tive and rewarding next two years," Baumgardner said. 
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